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Jean M. Holland, M.D.
1380 Brookwood Ln.
Blrmingham, Ml 48009

ebruary 20, 2002

Mayor Diane McKeon
Birmingham City Commission
151 Martin

Birmingham, Ml 48009

Dear Mayor McKeon and Commissioners:

| apologize that | cannot be present on February 25th due to an out-of-town
educational meeting. Please permit me to outline my qualifications for
becoming a member of the Birmingham Planning Board.

Regarding my personal qualifications, |1 have lived in Birmingham for fourteen
years, served as a director of the Quarton Lake Neighborhood Association for
five years, and as its president for the past year. i am secretary for the
Presidents' Council of Neighborhood Associations and became an individual
member of the Birmingham-Bloomfield Chamber of Commaerce last year, |
make a genuine effort to understand both commercial and residential interests
when controversies arise Although | have five sons, three of them still at home,
and work part time as a dermatologist, | use time vary effectively. My
attendence record at the Advisory Parking Committee masatings is nearly
perfect; | take seriously the responsibliities of any position | assume.

| beliave strongly that we should leam, whenever possible, from the
experiences of communities similar to Birmingham. Before making
recommendations, we should research the effects of such actions on other
municipalities.

If appointed, | could bring to the Planning Board my famniliarity with the parking
system and a broad-basad residential perspective. My involvement with the

neighborhood association network connects me with all areas of Birmingham,
and permits me to represent many attitudes and concems, not just my own,

Thank you for considering me for this position,
Sincerely,
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Jean M, Holland, M.D. 2
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November 15, 2001

City of Biumuinghem, Municipal Building
City Clerk, Judith Benn

L31 Manin

Birmingham. M1, 48000

248 644, 1800

Dear Commissioners,

I would like (o express my interest in cominuing to serve in my previously held position as
a member of the city planning board. As you may recall, 1 wae appointed in the fall of
1997 taking over the Jast portion of » previons member’s werm which expired on March 28,
1998. [ was than appointed for my first compleie term which came 1o an end March, 2001,
During my last two years on the board, | scrved as the chairperson. 1 am scoking
reappointment to further assist with the progross of the importany issues thar the board has
been overseeing.

As a long term resident, architect and urban designer, I have been prouctive in working to
make Birmingham a betiey place for ol) residents and tax paycrs. Prior v being appointed
ta the planning board, I became civically involved as a founding member of the ad-hoc
group to study the “garags-house” issues. Proudly, within elghtcen months, the board
passed ordinance language to stop this damaging type of neighborhood development. 1
belisve as a board member, my architectural and urban insight greatly assisted with the
varjous issues that have been presented in recent years, particularly the Eron Street Corridor
Study, the Shain Park RFP. the continuation of the “garage-bonse” and “bigloor™ sudy
and the oversil adherence to the 2016 Plan’s implementation,

Al of my work with the board and the decisions that [ have made regarding projects have
'pmvad. without question, that T have acted with sincerity and without bias. 1 voted againg
the Palladium theater project, against bigfoot developers by spearheading the no-garage-
house ordinance and for the Willits building as it fits the 2016 plan. My unbiased record
stands for iwelf, Mﬁmauy. I bave also proven to have no alliances to any group or
arganization that would have had any impact on my decisiens. 1 think for myself and use
my professions] cxpertise and the existing ordinances 1o guide mo. Addressing the ixeues
that ure currently facing the city requites a board member that can contribute in making
clear and unbimd; decisions that are effective and that are In the inwerest of the entire
community. In mfgnma th conflict of interest or financial benefit. I have none in the City
of Birminghara, My mhimnmul firm, Archive D.S. does no work in the city. Idono
have professional « or financial interests in Birminghlm therefore, [ can be unbiaved in my
decision making. :



Selected aspects of my experience include:

* Birmingham resident from 1988 {13 years]

* Planning board from 1997 to 2001 {Vice-Chair 1998, Chairmzan 1999.2001]

* Personal travel and study of urban areas worldwide to over 150 cities [Nonh America,
Eusope and Asia] mainly to observe and analyze cxamples of housing, retail and
urban degign issues.

* Personal involvement with the Congress for the New Urbanism as a charter signatory since
1995. Including personal relationship with Andres Duany and his Florida urban
design firm, DPZ [author of the Birmingham 2016 plan],

* Licensed Architect. with 3 architecture degrees [Bachelor of Science Degree in
Architecture, Bachelors Degree in Architecture snd Masters degree in
Architecnive).

+ Professional Development Program at Harvard University, 1996, 1998, 1999

* Urban design studio participant, Paris. France , June 2000

* Amenican lnstitute of Archilects, 1998 Young Architect Award,

* Selected “40 under 40" in Crain’s Detroit Busiuén ﬂlagaﬂne, 1997

* Selected “Nuxt Generution of New Urbanist Architects” in Archiwsctural
Record Magazine

My concem for the futare of Birmingham reaches beyond my wife and my 2 year old son.
I am concemed for the soccess of our Downrown district and all the businesses throughont
the city as well as the characier of our neighborhoods and the value of all properties.
Decisions of the planning board impact rcsidents, business and property owners, all of
which 1 will honestly represent equally with integrity.

! encourage you to support me as a contributing pnnm:r in the development of the city of
Birmingham, and the implementation of the vi_siou‘thu bas bean defined by the emire
community over the past few yoars. o

Thank you once again and I look for your support as wa maintain and enhance
Birmingham for future decades.

Nickita, ALA

Sincerely,




M Mark Nickits, AlA
* President

Mark Nickita, co-founded the multi-disciplinary design firm Archive D.S. in 1991. As an archicect
and designer, Mr. Nickita has enabled Archive D.S. (o incorparate the multiple disciplines of
archilccturc, urban design and graphic design. This has resulted in many inmovative and awarg-
winning dezign solutions for elients. He has personally designed and managed many projecs that
include urban design maser plans; institmtional facilities: airport facilities; » convention canter;
residential projects: and recreational faciiltes.

Ay former Chair of the Birmingham. Michigan Planning Boxrd, Mr. Nickita werked 1o implement
a recently adopted Naw Urbanist design plan for iy downtown,

Through extensive travel and swdy of over 170 ¢ities throughout North Anserics, Europe and
Asia, Mr. Nickita has developed a broad understanding of urban areas and their potential application
1o help revitalize cities.

Mr. Nickita hes tectured on his firm's work at The Congress for the New Urbsnism in Toronto,
Milwaukee and San Francisco, He has (aught design and bas lactured at the University of Datroit
and Lawrcnce Technological University. In 1996, he co-curated the Detroit Arvisis Marker exhibition
entitled: Empowaring the City: New Directinns in Urban Architsetars, which brought forward
innovative design solutions for America's urban st vironmani.

* Harvard University = Graduste Schoo) of Design
- Professional development Study in Archlwcture, 1999, 1908, 1006
Lawrence Teehnological University
- Masters of Architecture
- Baghclor of Archiwcture, 1989
- Bachelor of Sciencw in Archiwcnue, 1987
University of Detrolt = School of Architecrre
- undargeadunte siudics, 1981-82

*Awarded: Young Archiwct of the Year «AlA+Dewrvit -1008

=Selected: 40 Under 40' »Crain's Detroit Businoss <1997

=Selected: '‘Derroit’s Next' *Hour Magazine +1997

=Sclected; 'Noxt Gansration of New Urbanists' *Architecaymn) Record #1997

*Birmingham Planning Board - Chainnen, Birmingham, Michigan » 1997-2001
+Licenscd Arahitccy, sAmerican Institute of Architocrs

*Michigan Seciery of Architects *Michigan Socimty of Plasners

~Congress for the New Urbanism, Charier 8
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PLANNING BOARD ATTENDANCE COMPARISON RECORD
FOR THE DURATION OF MY MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD

Board Member Year Number of Number of Total | Total Meetings
Meetings Attended Absences % Schedule
Mark Nickita 1997 4 0 100%
1998 21 2 1%
1999 21 2 91%
2000 18 51 T8%
2001 5 1 83%
= 69 10 837% 79
Gordon Thorsby 1997 15 2 88%
1998 21 2 01%
1969 16 7 69%
2000 19 4 83%
* Reappointed 2001 2001 5 1 83%
= 76 16 83% 92 ]
Bruce Thal 1997 3 1 75%
1998 20 3 87%
1999 21 2 1%
2000 19 4 X
2001 4 2 66%
* Reappointed 2000 = 67 12 B5% 79
Brian Blaesing 1997 13 ] T6% ]
1998 19 4 83%
1999 19 4 83%
2000 13 5 78%
2991 5 i 83%
* Reappointed 2000 = 74 18 B0% 92
SUMMARY OF ATTENDANCE
“  Mark Nickita 87%
*  Gordon Thorsby 83%
*  Bruce Thal 35%
=  Brian Blaesing 0%




